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1
THIN-FILM TRANSISTOR AND ORGANIC
LIGHT-EMITTING DISPLAY DEVICE
INCLUDING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2010-0123475, filed on Dec. 6, 2010, in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present disclosure relates to a thin-film transistor and
an organic light-emitting display device, and more particu-
larly, to a thin-film transistor with an improved protection
structure for an active layer, and an organic light-emitting
display device including the thin-film transistor.

2. Description of the Related Technology

Organic light-emitting display devices, which are recently
drawing attention, typically include a thin-film transistor
(TFT) and an organic light-emitting device. The organic
light-emitting device receives a driving signal from the TFT,
thereby emitting light and forming a desired image.

In forming an active layer of the TFT, there have been
widely used amorphous oxide semiconductors with good uni-
formity that do not require a crystallization process.

However, due to water or oxygen, the active layer formed
from such an oxide semiconductor may experience serious
functional degradations. Therefore, there is a need to protect
the active layer from water or oxygen to prevent such func-
tional degradation.

SUMMARY OF THE CERTAIN INVENTIVE
ASPECTS

Embodiments provide a thin-film transistor having an
improved structure for protecting an active layer from func-
tional degradation due to penetration of water or oxygen, and
an organic light-emitting display device including the thin-
film transistor.

According to one aspect, there is provided a thin-film tran-
sistor including: a gate electrode disposed on a substrate; a
first insulating layer disposed on the gate electrode; an active
layer disposed on the first insulating layer, and corresponding
to the gate electrode; a second insulating layer disposed on the
first insulating layer and covering the active layer, the second
insulating layer comprising first and second openings respec-
tively exposing first and second portions of the active layer; a
source electrode disposed on the second insulating layer and
connected to the first portion of the active layer via the first
opening of the second insulating layer; a drain electrode
disposed on the second insulating layer and connected to the
second portion of the active layer via the second opening of
the second insulating layer; and a dummy member disposed
on the second insulating layer and corresponding to at least a
third portion of the active layer between the first and second
portions of the active layer.

The dummy member may include a metal.

The dumniy member may include a same material as at
least one of the source electrode and the drain electrode.

The dummy member may extend from at least one of the
source electrode and the drain electrode.

The dummy member may be separated from the source
electrode and the drain electrode.
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The third portion may include a channel region of the active
layer, and the dummy member may cover the channel region
of the active layer.

The active layer may include an oxide semiconductor.

The dummy member and at least one of the source elec-
trode and the drain electrode may be coplanar.

According to another aspect, there is provided an organic
light-emitting display device including a thin-film transistor
and an organic light-emitting device, wherein the thin-film
transistor includes: a gate electrode disposed on a substrate; a
first insulating layer disposed on the gate electrode, an active
layer disposed on the first insulating layer and corresponding
to the gate electrode; a second insulating layer disposed on the
first insulating layer and covering the active layer, the second
insulating layer comprising first and second openings respec-
tively exposing first and second portions of the active layer; a
source electrode disposed on the second insulating layer and
connected to the first portion of the active layer via the first
opening of the second insulating layer; a drain electrode
disposed on the second insulating layer and connected to the
second portion of the active layer via the second opening of
the second insulating layer; and a dummy member disposed
on the second insulating layer and corresponding to at least a
third portion of the active layer between the first and second
portions of the active layer, and the organic light-emitting
device is electrically connected to the source electrode or the
drain electrode.

The dummy member may include a metal.

The dummy member may include a same material as at
least one of the source electrode and the drain electrode.

The dummy member may extend from at least one of the
source electrode and the drain electrode.

The dummy member may be separated from the source
electrode and the drain electrode.

The third portion may include a channel region of the active
layer, and the dummy member may cover the channel region
of the active layer.

The active layer may include an oxide semiconductor.

The dummy member and at least one of the source elec-
trode and the drain electrode may be coplanar.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent by describing in detail
certain embodiments thereof with reference to the attached
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of an
organic light-emitting display device;

FIGS. 2A to 2H are cross-sectional views for describing an
embodiment of a method of manufacturing the embodiment
of an organic light-emitting display device of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of another embodiment of
an organic light-emitting display device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN
INVENTIVE EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will now be described more fully
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which cer-
tain embodiments of the invention are shown.

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of an
organic light-emitting display device.

Referring to FIG. 1, the organic light-emitting display
device includes a thin-film transistor (TFT) 30 and an organic
light-emitting diode 40 on a substrate 10. In the organic
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light-emitting display device of FIG. 1, only one of a plurality
of pixel regions is shown for convenience of illustration.

In the organic light-emitting diode 40, which is electrically
connected to the TFT 30, light emission occurs. The organic
light-emitting diode 40 in each pixel includes a pixel elec-
trode 41, an opposite electrode 43 as acommon electrode, and
an organic emission layer 42 interposed between the pixel
electrode 41 and the opposite electrode 43. As an appropriate
voltage is applied between the pixel electrode 41 and the
opposite electrode 43, the organic emission layer 42 emits
light.

In a top-emitting organic light-emitting display device, in
whichan image is displayed toward the opposite electrode 43,
the pixel electrode 41 may be a reflective electrode. In such
embodiments, the pixel electrode 41 may include a reflective
film formed of high-reflectivity metal, such as aluminum
(Al), silver (Ag), or the like.

In some embodiments, when operating as an anode elec-
trode, the pixel electrode 41 may include a layer formed of a
metal oxide having a high-work function (in absolute value),
for example, ITO, 170, ZnO, or the like. In other embodi-
ments, when operating as a cathode electrode, the pixel elec-
trode 41 may be formed of a high-conductive metal having a
low-work function (in absolute value), for example, silver
(Ag), magnesium (Mg), aluminum (Al), platinum (Pt), palla-
dium (Pd), gold (Au), nickel (Ni), neodymium (Nd), iridium
(Ir), chromium (Cr), lithium (Li), calcium (Ca), or the like.

In atop-emission organic light-emitting display device, the
opposite electrode 43 may be a transparent electrode. In such
embodiments, the opposite electrode 43 may include a semi-
transparent film formed of silver (Ag), magnesium (Mg),
aluminum (Al), platinum (Pt), palladium (Pd), gold (Au),
nickel (N1), neodymium (Nd), iridium (Ir), chromium (Cr),
lithium (L1), calcium (Ca), or a compound of these materials,
or may include a transparent metal oxide, for example ITO,
170, Zn0O, or the like. In some embodiments, when the pixel
electrode 41 operates as an anode, the opposite electrode 43
operates as a cathode and vice versa. In a bottom-emission
organic light-emitting display device, the opposite electrode
43 may be formed to have a reflection function by depositing
silver (Ag), magnesium (Mg), aluminum (Al), platinum (Pt),
palladium (Pd), gold (Au), nickel (Ni), neodymium (Nd),
iridium (Ir), chromium (Cr), lithium (L1), calcium (Ca), or the
like.

The organic emission layer 42 is disposed between the
pixel electrode 41 and the opposite electrode 43. The organic
emission layer 42 may include a light-emitting layer, and, in
some embodiments, a hole injection-transport layer, an elec-
tron injection-transport layer, or a combination thereof.

Although not illustrated in the embodiment of FIG. 1, a
protection layer may be further disposed on the opposite
electrode 43, and the organic light-emitting display device
may be sealed with a transparent substrate.

The TFT 30 may include a gate electrode 31 disposed on a
buffer layer 20 of the substrate 10, a first insulating layer 32
covering the gate electrode 31, an active layer 33 disposed on
the first insulating layer 32, a second insulating layer 34
disposed on the first insulating layer 32 to contact the active
layer 33, and a source electrode 35 and a drain electrode 36
that are respectively connected to the active layer 33 via a first
opening 34a and a second opening 345 of the second insulat-
ing layer 34.

The buffer layer 20, formed of an inorganic material, such
as, forexample, silicon oxide/silicon nitride, may be disposed
on the substrate 10, to planarize the substrate 10.
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The gate electrode 31 may include one or more layers of a
conductive metal. In some embodiments, the gate electrode
31 may include molybdenum (Mo).

The first insulating layer 32, covering the gate electrode 31,
may include, in some embodiments, silicon oxide, tantalum
oxide, aluminum oxide, or the like.

The active layer 33 is disposed on the first insulating layer
32, and has a pattern. In various embodiments, the active layer
33 may include an amorphous oxide semiconductor, such as,
for example, a G-1-Z-O layer [(In,0;)a(Ga,O;)b(ZnO)c
layer], wherein a, b, and ¢ are real numbers that satisfy a=0,
b=0, and ¢=0. In some embodiments, the semiconductor may
not necessitate a crystallization process

The second insulating layer 34 is disposed to cover the
active layer 33 and the first insulating layer 32. The second
insulating layer 34 may include, in some embodiments, sili-
con oxide, tantalum oxide, aluminum oxide, or the like.

The source electrode 35 and the drain electrode 36, each of
which includes a conductive metal, are disposed on the sec-
ond insulating layer 34, so as to contact the active layer 33. In
some embodiments, the conductive metal may include, for
example, Al, Ag, Mg, Mo, Ti, W, or the like.

The source electrode 35 contacts a source region, which
corresponds to a first region 33a of the active layer 33, and the
drain electrode 36 contacts a drain region, which corresponds
to a second region 334 of the active layer 33.

A third region 33c¢ of the active layer 33 is disposed
between the first region 33a and the second region 336 of the
active layer 33. The third region 33c¢ includes a channel
region.

A third insulating layer 50 is disposed on the second insu-
lating layer 34 to cover the source electrode 35 and the drain
electrode 36. The pixel electrode 41 of the organic light-
emitting diode 40 is disposed on the third insulating layer 50
to contact the drain electrode 36.

A pixel defining layer 51, exposing a portion of the pixel
electrode 41, is disposed on the third insulating layer 50. The
organic emission layer 42 and the opposite layer 43 are dis-
posedon a portion of the pixel electrode 41 that is exposed by
the pixel defining layer 51.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, the pixel electrode
41 is connected to the drain electrode 36. In other embodi-
ments, such as when the TFT 30 is of an N-type TFT, the pixel
electrode 41 may be connected to the source electrode 35. In
other embodiments, the pixel electrode 41 and the drain elec-
trode 36 may be integrally constructed without the third insu-
lating layer 50 therebetween.

In some embodiments, such as the one illustrated in FIG. 1,
a dummy member 37 may be disposed on the second insulat-
ing layer 34. The dummy member 37 may be disposed to
correspond to at least a portion of the third region 33¢ of the
active layer 33. In some embodiments, the dummy member
37 may be disposed to fully cover the third region 33c.

The dummy member 37, which may be formed of a metal,
may help prevent the penetration of water and oxygen into the
third region 33c¢ of the active layer 33.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, the dummy mem-
ber 37 extends from the drain electrode 36. In various
embodiments, the dummy member 37 and the drain electrode
36 may be coplanar. The dummy metal 37 and the drain
electrode 36 may formed of the same material at the same
time, which may simplify a process for forming the dummy
member 37. The connection of the dummy member 37 to the
drain electrode 36 may lead to a further reduction in the
resistance of the drain electrode 36.
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In the embodiment described above, in which the dummy
member 37 extends from the drain electrode 36, the dummy
member 37 does not contact the source electrode 35.

In other embodiments, the dummy member 37 may extend
from the source electrode 35. In such embodiments, the
dummy member 37 does not contact the drain electrode 36.

The area of the dummy member 37 may be defined to be
large enough to cover the third region 33¢ of the active layer
33.

Hereinafter, an embodiment of a method of manufacturing
the embodiment of an organic light-emitting device of FIG. 1
will be described with reference to FIGS. 2A to 2H.

Referring to FIG. 24, the gate electrode 31 of the TFT 30
is formed on the buffer layer 20 disposed on the substrate 10.
The buffer layer 20 is optionally formed in some embodi-
ments, and it planarizes the substrate 10.

Referring to FIG. 2B, the first insulating layer 32 is formed
to cover the gate electrode 31.

Referring to FIG. 2C, the active layer 33 is formed on the
first insulating layer 32 to correspond to the gate electrode 31.
In various embodiments, the active layer 33 may be formed
of, for example, an oxide semiconductor.

Referring to FIG. 2D, the second insulating layer 34 is
formed on the active layer 33 and the first insulating layer 32.

The first opening 34a and the second opening 345 are
defined in the second insulating layer 34 to respectively
expose the first region 334 and the second region 335 of the
active layer 33.

Referring to FIG. 2E, the source electrode 35 and the drain
electrode 36 are formed on the second insulating layer 34, so
as to be connected to the active layer 33 via the respective first
and second openings 34a and 34b.

Referring to FIG. 2F, after the third insulating layer 50 is
formed on the second insulating layer 34, the pixel electrode
41 is formed on the third insulating layer 50, so as to be
connected to the drain electrode 36. Subsequently, the pixel
defining layer 51, which defines pixels, is formed on the third
insulating layer 50 and the pixel electrode 41, as illustrated in
FIG. 2G.

Referring to FIG. 2H, after the organic emission layer 42 is
formed on the pixel electrode 41, the opposite electrode 43 is
formed on the organic emission layer 42, thereby completing
the manufacture of the organic light-emitting display device
illustrated in FIG. 2H. Although not illustrated, in some
embodiments, a protection layer may be formed on the oppo-
site electrode 43, and the protection layer may be covered and
sealed with a transparent substrate, such as, for example, a
glass substrate.

In various embodiments of an organic light-emitting dis-
play device, the dummy member 37, made of metal, covers
the active layer 33, to protect the active layer 33 from func-
tional deterioration caused by the penetration of water and/or
oxygen. Therefore, embodiments of the organic light-emit-
ting display device may have an extended life span and may
more stably display images.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of another embodiment of
an organic light-emitting display device.

The embodiment of an organic light-emitting display
device of FIG. 3 is substantially the same as the embodiment
of FIG. 1, except that a dummy member 37, protecting the
active layer 33, is separated from both the source electrode 35
and the drain electrode 36. In FIG. 3, elements with similar
functions to those in FIG. 1 are denoted by like reference
numerals for ease of understanding the structure of the
organic light-emitting display device. A detailed description
of those elements will not be provided to avoid redundancy.
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Only the main differences of the organic light-emitting dis-
play device of F1G. 3 from that of FIG. 1 are described.

In the embodiment of FIG. 3, the dummy member 37" may
form a secondary gate along with the gate electrode 31 by
being connected with a signal line or the gate electrode 31.

When the active layer 33 is formed of an oxide semicon-
ductor, due to low mobility characteristics ofthe TFT 30, the
organic light-emitting display device may not operate at high
frequencies for displaying high-resolution or 3-dimensional
(3D) images.

In the embodiment of FIG. 3, the dummy member 37,
which may form a secondary gate with the gate electrode 31
without an additional process, may further improve the
mobility characteristics of the TFT 30.

In another embodiment, the dummy member 37' may be
floated, not connected with any signal line or the gate elec-
trode 31, to function only as a protective layer for the active
layer 33.

As described above, according to the one or more embodi-
ments, a dummy member may be disposed to cover at least a
channel region of an active layer to protect the active layer
from moisture or oxygen permeation, and thus prevent func-
tional degradation of the active layer. Therefore, this structure
may increase the lifespan of a device and may enable to more
stably display images.

The dummy member may function as a secondary gate
along with a gate electrode, and thus may improve mobility
characteristics of a TFT.

While the present invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to certain embodiments thereof,
it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that
various changes in form and details may be made therein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention as defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An organic light-emitting display device comprising:

a thin-film transistor comprising:

a gate electrode disposed on a substrate;

a first insulating layer disposed on the gate electrode;

an active layer disposed on the first insulating layer and
corresponding to the gate electrode;

a second insulating layer disposed on the first insulating
layer and covering the active layer, the second insu-
lating layer comprising first and second openings
exposing first and second portions of the active layer,
respectively;

a source electrode disposed on the second insulating
layer and connected to the first portion of the active
layer via the first opening of the second insulating
layer;

adrain electrode coplanar with the source electrode, said
drain electrode disposed on the second insulating
layer and connected to the second portion of the active
layer via the second opening of the second insulating
layer;

a dummy member disposed on the second insulating
layer, the dummy member extending from at least one
of the source electrode and the drain electrode, copla-
nar with the source electrode and the drain electrode,
and disposed to correspond to at least a third portion
of the active layer between the first and second por-
tions of the active layer, wherein only the second
insulating layer is located between the dummy mem-
ber and the third portion;

athird insulating layer disposed on the second insulating
layer and covering the source electrode, the drain
electrode and the dummy member, and
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an organic light-emitting device electrically connected to

at least one of the source electrode and the drain elec-
trode.

2. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 1,
wherein the dummy member comprises a metal. 5
3. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 2,
wherein the dummy member comprises a same material as at

least one of the source electrode and the drain electrode.

4. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 1,
wherein the third portion comprises a channel region of the 10
active layer, and the dummy member covers the channel
region of the active layer.

5. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 1,
wherein the active layer comprises an oxide semiconductor.
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